ipo   THE CHILD'S KNOWLEDGE OF GOD

instruction, and consonant with the wishes of a large
number of parents. It is due still more to a conviction
of the fundamental importance of establishing
religious principles, however understood, however
expounded, however applied, in the minds and hearts
of the young." The testimony of a representative
incumbent, in whose large parish are four Church
schools, is that during twenty-three years7 ministry
there, he has not known a single case where, because
of attendance at the Church day school, a child has
left, either in earlier or later life, the place of worship
of his or her parents in order to attend church.
Children attend the place of worship or Sunday
school selected by their parents, or they go to the
nearest to their homes or to the giver of the biggest
parties. If anyone doubts this let him make investi-
gations among the children themselves and uncer-
tainty will at once vanish. Parental carelessness
or lack of " Sunday " clothing arc among the chief
but are by no means the only reasons why children
stay away from Sunday school and from corporate
Sunday worship. It is well known that in the north
of England and particularly in Lancashire, attendance
at Sunday school is on the whole better than in the
Midlands and the South. This fact: justifies the
conclusion that of the 6,500,000 children in estimated
attendance at the elementary schools of England
and Wales at least 1,400,000 do not attend any
Sunday schoel or place of worship.1 Irregularity

1 Statistics carefully gleaned from the Church day schools of
the S.E. Division of the Diocese of Manchester indicate that
about 22 per cent, of the scholars never go to a Sunday school
or to any place of worship. In certain cases nearly one-half
of the children confess that they go nowhere on Sundays.